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Penelitian ini berfokus pada (1) jenis ekspresi terima kasih yang digunakan para tokoh 
dalam film The Pursuit of Happyness, dan (2) strategi ungkapan terima kasih yang 
digunakan para tokoh dalam film The Pursuit of Happyness. Peneliti menggunakan 
penelitian kualitatif deskriptif. Data penelitian ini adalah seluruh kutipan yang berisi 
ungkapan terima kasih dalam film Pursuit of Happyness. Peneliti menggunakan 
analisis dokumen untuk mengumpulkan data. Dalam menganalisis data, peneliti 
menggunakan teori Hymes (1972) tentang jenis ungkapan terima kasih dan teori 
Aijimer (1996) tentang strategi ungkapan terima kasih. Hasilnya, peneliti menemukan 
delapan jenis ungkapan terima kasih yaitu 16 data (31%) as acknowledging a major 
favor, 16 data (31%) as closing the conversation, 8 data (15%) as acknowledging a 
favor, 5 data (10%) as accepting an offer, 3 data (6%) as dismissing a person’s service 
, 2 data (4%) as assuring a person of one's gratitude, 1 data (2%) as making the hearer 
feel good (phatic function), 1 data (2%) as accepting a proposal that conversation  
should end. Kemudian enam strategi ungkapan terima kasih yang digunakan dalam 
film The Pursuit of Happyness yaitu 36 data (69%) as thanking somebody explicitly, 5 
data (10 %) as stressing one’s gratitude, 4 data (8%) expressing appreciation of the act, 
3 data (6%) as expressing appreciation of the addressee, 2 data (2%) expressing 
gratitude,2 data (4%) as expressing emotion. Berdasarkan hasil penelitian di atas, dapat 
disimpulkan bahwa jenis dan strategi ucapan terima kasih yang digunakan para tokoh 
dalam film Pursuit of Happyness cukup beragam. Sebagai native speaker mereka 
memiliki kemampuan untuk mengungkapkan rasa terima kasih dengan baik. 
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This research focuses on (1) types of thanking expression are used by characters in The 
Pursuit of Happyness movie, and (2) strategies of thanking expression are used by 
characters in The Pursuit of Happyness movie. The researcher used descriptive 
qualitative research. The data of this research are the entire excerpts which contained 
thanking expression in the Pursuit of Happyness movie. The researcher used document 
analysis to collect the data. In analyzing the data, the researcher used Hymes’s theory 
(1972) of the types of thanking and Aijimer’s theory (1996) of strategies of thanking. 
As a result, the researcher found eight types of thanking those are 16 data (31%) as 
acknowledging a major favor, 16 data (31%) as closing the conversation, 8 data (15%) 
as acknowledging a favor, 5 data (10%) as accepting an offer, 3 data (6%) as dismissing 
a person’s service , 2 data (4%) as assuring a person of one's gratitude, 1 data (2%) as 
making the hearer feel good (phatic function), 1 data (2%) as accepting a proposal that 
conversation  should end. Then, six strategies of thanking expression are used by 
characters in The Pursuit of Happyness movie those are 36 data (69%) as thanking 
somebody explicitly, 5 data (10 %) as stressing one’s gratitude, 4 data (8%) expressing 
appreciation of the act, 3 data (6%) as expressing appreciation of the addressee, 2 data 
(2%) expressing gratitude,2 data (4%) as expressing emotion. Based on the result 
above, the researcher concluded that the types and strategies of thanking are used by 
the characters in The Pursuit of Happyness movie was quite varied. As the native 
speakers they have the ability to express thanking well.  
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